
 
 
 
 
 

 
Title: Sample Size Calculations Using R PracTools Package 
 
Date/Time: January 22, 2020, 11 am 
 
Speakers: George Zipf, Department of Transportation 
 
Abstract: Sample size calculations can be hard to make even in the easiest circumstances. 
Fortunately, the PracTools package in R provides numerous functions to make this easier. This 
seminar reviews different types of sample size computations and shows how to implement them 
in PracTools.  Specifically, sample size calculations based on continuous variables, proportions, 
strata, power requirements, and two-stage sampling are covered. Specific examples are provided. 
This seminar is intended for R-users who perform practical aspects of sampling. You can bring 
your laptop to try out the functions, but this is optional. 
 
Location: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Janet Norwood Conference and Training Center, Rooms 
9&10 and remote access (see below) 
 
To be placed on the seminar attendance list at the Bureau of Labor Statistics, you need to e-mail 
your name, affiliation, and seminar name to wss_seminar@bls.gov (underscore after 'wss') by 
noon by noon at least two days in advance of the seminar. Please bring a photo ID to the 
seminar. BLS is located at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE. Use the Red Line to Union Station. 
Parking in the area of BLS is available at Union Station. For parking information see 
www.unionstationdc.com/parking. No validation is available from BLS for reduced parking 
rates. 
 
NOTE:  BLS is now following enhanced security protocols and screenings for access to the 
facility. All personnel need to remove all items from their pockets/person (to include belts) and 
electronic devices from their person or clothing and place the items in the designated bin to be 
screened through the x-ray machine. Please allow extra time to get through security.  
 
Remote access: 
Join Zoom Meeting – Audio available via computer or phone 
https://zoom.us/j/498636342?pwd=WUNtd2VnVXFFTzFYaEk5NGEybFR1UT09 
Meeting ID: 498 636 342 
Password: 960291 
 
Note: Particular computer configurations might not be compatible with Zoom. 


